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About NECD 

Over the years, vast quantities of tack have been stolen and theft continues to escalate year on year.  The 
reason for this is that tack usual ly has no identifying alphanumeric mark and is therefore untraceable. Even 
when recovered by the Police, it is almost impossible to reunite tack with the rightful owner. Furthermore, 
the Police require proof of ownership in order to return items to their o wners.   

 

NECD has developed a unique and ground breaking approach, providing a ôState of the Artõ service where 
horse owners can register all their belongings including tack, horses, and trailers, in fact anything 
equestrian. NECD generates a unique ID for each item registered and NECD members are then requested to 
get their tack stamped with this unique ID using NECDõs network of partners. 

NECDõs Unique Benefits 

§ Visible identifying marks on tack deter criminals  

§ The NECD Check-it or Text -it services enable horse owners, members of the public and crime 
prevention organisations to check the legal status of any item anywhere in the world.  In the event 
of theft, the stolen item becomes visible to the world.  

§ The NECD open system architecture, compliant with the world class IS O 27001:2005 security 
standard, is able to integrate with all pre -existing databases of stolen items  

§ NECD enables information sharing within the equestrian community, Police, Ports, Auction Houses, 
Insurance companies and the Home Office. Crime prevention organisations can now , from a single 
interface,  track stolen items and return them to their rightful owners.  

§ NECD generates a unique ID for each item registered and provides printable proof of ownership  

The NECD Guide on how to Stamp Tack 

NECD generates a unique 5 digit alphanumeric number for each item of tack registered. NECD members are 
able to  printout  a certificate with  the itemõs unique ID. NECD recommends that the unique ID should be 
stamped in a highly visual place.  Each unique ID should be prefixed with ôNECDõ. If the stamping is done 
with care,  it  should look beautiful.  

Tack Stamping Kit 

NECD can supply a Tack Stamping Kit which includes a complete alphanumeric set, mallet an d strip of 
leather for p ractice. However, any 6mm  (or ¼ inch)  leather stamp will suffice.  
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STAMPING SADDLES 

Preparing for your First Stamping Session 

a) Paint one edge of each alphanumeric stamp to indicate the right way up for use this avoids 
mistakes such as upside down letters or numbers. YOU ONLY GET ONE CHANCE! 

 

 
 

 

 

b) An anvil or similar hard platform (Stone, metal or concrete) with a wide flat surface will provide 
the optimal base on which to stamp. This ensures that the force of the mallet transfers into the 
leather. Wood or  similar soft substances will absorb the mallet force and affect clarity of 
alphanumeric marks.  
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Stamping the Item of Tack  

a) Place the leather to be stamped flat onto the hard surface   

 

 
 

 

b) Insert the mark into the end of the brass handle  
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c) Ensure the leather is flat on the steel platform before you start. Line ôNECDõ and the alphanumeric 
marks 2-3mm from the edge of the saddle flap. Begin stamping as close as possible to the top of 
the saddle flap. (Double check the painted edge  of the stamp  is at the top!)  

 

 

 

d) Evenly space the marks next to each other. The square line around the mark provides the guideline 
for this.   

 

 
 



          

Copyright ©2010  

Equestrian Crime Database Limited 

All right reserved  

 

e) 4 to 5 firm but light taps on the mallet ensure the mark is deep enough. Use light taps a number of 
times rather than one heavy bash. This method ensures you donõt over score the leather. Keep both 
handle and mallet upright. Hitting too hard will cause the stamp to jump, causing a double print.  
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A perfectly scored ôNõ 

 

 

 
 

g) Leave a space equivalent to the width of on stamp (10mm) between the ôNECDõ and the start of 
the alphanumeric marks . 
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h) The finished NECD unique mark 
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Stamping a Bridle and Similar Tack e.g. Harness 

NECD recommends bridles are stamped on the headpiece but other areas can also be stamped as well 
depending on customer requirements, e.g. noseband, etc.  

 

a) Use a similar steel anvil or hard  platform with a wide flat surface will provide the optimal base on 
which to stamp. Steel ensures that the force of the mallet transfers into the leather. Wood or 
similar soft su bstances will absorb the mallet force and affect clarity of alphanumeric marks.  

 

b) Line up the individual letters (As seen in the picture below) in order to correctly position the 
alphanumeric mark.  
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c) Begin stamping each mark and work your way from left to right.  

 

 

 

Remember to check that the painted edge is at the top each time you line up a stamp! You do not get a 
second chance!  

 

 

 


